Azathioprine myelosuppression in multiple sclerosis: characterizing thiopurine methyltransferase polymorphisms.
We describe two multiple sclerosis patients who developed pancytopenia following treatment with azathioprine. They were found to have the homozygous polymorphism for thiopurine methyltransferase deficiency and recovered after cessation of drug therapy. We review the literature concerning this molecular derangement and underscore the importance of performing surveillance testing for allelic characterization prior to treatment intervention with this agent for immune-mediated disorders.